
Code of practice on standardization 
in the European Research Area

Florentina Golisteanu

Legal and Policy Officer

European Commission, Directorate-General for Research & Innovation

Knowledge Valorisation and Technology Infrastructures Unit



Policy Context



EU Standardisation Landscape

What are standards?

➢Voluntary technical 
specifications defining 
requirements for products, 
production processes, services 
or test-methods

➢Aim to ensure:

o compatibility, interoperability 

o safety

o quality

o reduced time-to-market and 
costs

o economies of scale

o network effects

o easier integration in the 
value chain

How are standards 
developed?

➢Initiated by market needs and 
developed in standard-setting 
organisations through a 
consensus-building process

➢Core principles for standard-
setting: 

o consensus, 

o openness, 

o transparency, and 

o non-discrimination

Who are the key players?

➢European Standardisation Organisations (ESOs)

➢National standardisation bodies (NSBs) 

➢International standardisation bodies

➢Other stakeholders involved:

o Companies, including SMEs

o Consumer organisations, trade unions and 
other NGOs (environmental/ social interests)

o Public authorities: develop legislation, issue 
standardisation mandates and public procurement, 
and provide funding to the ESOs and the NSBs.

➢ European Commission

o Standardisation Regulation 1025/2012 (under 
review) and Standardisation Strategy (DG 
GROW)

o Code of practice on standardisation focused 
on R&I activities (DG RTD)



EU guidance for knowledge valorisation 

Code of practice on 

standardisation

Code of practice on 

industry-academia

co-creation

Code of practice on 

citizen engagement

Commission 

Recommendations 

(1 March 2023)

Council Recommendation (2 December 2022)

Guiding principles for knowledge valorisation

Commission 
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(1 March 2024)

Code of practice 
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intellectual assets



Recommendations from the 
Code of practice



Overview of the Code of practice 

o Based on the lessons learnt and success factors from examples of Horizon 2020 projects

o Inclusiveness – all types of projects with a wide range of Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs)

o Different awareness and needs in terms of standardisation activities

o The role of Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs) as an institutional anchor and bridge between R&I actors

o The role of thematic platforms and clusters in different sectors

Higher education institutions 
and research & innovation

organisations
Project partners Policy and stakeholders



Higher education institutions and research and 
innovation organisations



Project partners



Policy and stakeholders



Useful materials



Useful materials

✓Code of practice on standardisation

✓Policy guidance on the Code of practice

✓Factsheet: Code of practice on 
standardisation 

✓Knowledge Valorisation Platform

✓Knowledge Valorisation Newsletter 
dedicated to standardisation

✓Framework of EU standardisation policy

✓Horizon Standardisation Booster 
(Hsbooster)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023H0498&qid=1678171117168
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023H0498&qid=1678171117168
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/guiding-principles-knowledge-valorisation-and-implementing-codes-practice/code-practice-standardisation-european-research-area_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/guiding-principles-knowledge-valorisation-and-implementing-codes-practice/code-practice-standardisation-european-research-area_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/45ef239f-b7e4-11ed-8912-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-281499213
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/45ef239f-b7e4-11ed-8912-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-281499213
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/45ef239f-b7e4-11ed-8912-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-281499213
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/newsletter-archives/72371
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/newsletter-archives/72371
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/newsletter-archives/72371
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/newsletter-archives/72371
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/goods/european-standards/standardisation-policy/general-framework-european-standardisation-policy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/goods/european-standards/standardisation-policy/general-framework-european-standardisation-policy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/goods/european-standards/standardisation-policy/general-framework-european-standardisation-policy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/goods/european-standards/standardisation-policy/general-framework-european-standardisation-policy_en
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/
https://hsbooster.eu/


Have your say



European Standardisation Panel Survey 

Objective

• Gather input from the industry and other stakeholders on 
their standardisation needs, to boost innovation and 
European competitiveness

Timeline

• 28 February 2025: Closure of the survey

• Public survey link/ QR code

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/european-standardisation-panel-survey-2025-12-01_en
https://inno.limequery.com/453418?lang=en
https://inno.limequery.com/453418?lang=en


Thank you

RTD-VALORISATION-POLICIES-IPR@ec.europa.eu
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